
PAGE 18 I  JULY 2019 MISSIONVILLAGEVOICE.COM

By Karminder BrownHave you ever noticed the round,grass‐covered hills northeast of theTres Pinos Inn and the Tres PinosChurch parking lot?  Or enjoyed an idylliccountry bike ride along San Benito County’smuch‐loved Quien SabeRoad?  In either case,you are enjoying thepublic bene"its of a SanBenito Agricultural LandTrust (SBALT) conser‐vation easement on a privately‐owned, pro‐ductive cattle ranch.The 1,600‐acre Cook Ranch is protectedby a donated agricultural conservationeasement established in 1997. The prop‐erty’s gently rolling hills provide some ofthe best livestock grazing in San BenitoCounty. The easement also helps protect thePajaro River watershed, wildlife habitat,and the rural vista southeast of Hollister forfuture generations. 

The primary tool used by SBALT to pro‐tect agricultural land is the conservationeasement, a negotiated agreement betweenthe landowner and the Land Trust, whichrestricts non‐agricultural uses of the land.SBALT inspects easements annually to ful‐"ill its public responsi‐bility with respect tocompliance by thelandowner. In the case of theCook Ranch, the sellerdonated the majority of the developmentpotential of the land to SBALT concurrentlywith the sale of the land and obtained a taxdeduction. Says Mitt French, fourth‐gener‐ation rancher and manager of the neighbor‐ing Las Aguilas and Quien Sabe ranches, “Ifit "its our needs and preserves agricultureat the same time, it’s a win for all.”To support the protection of more specialplaces like the Cook Ranch, please donate toSBALT at www.sanbenitolandtrust.org.  
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Cook Ranch Conservation Easement 
protects ranching and rural views

The 1,600-acre Cook Ranch
is protected by a donated
agricultural conservation
easement established in 1997.


